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) In conclusion, | will briefly outline some potential reasons
. to avoid the eternal obedience position and the benefits
4 of maintaining the classical position that obedience is
{ rendered by the Son through his human nature alone.
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THE ONE WHO IS SENT AND CAN DO NOTHING ON HIS OWHN:
MUST THE 50N OF GOD BE ETERNALLY OBEDIENT?

Christian theologians have long held that the incamation and Life of Jesus Christ reveal
something of the eternal relationships exiztng within the Godhead between the Father. the Son,
and the Hely Spirit. However, in recent years, many theologians have spacifically identified the
obedisnce demonstrated by Jesus Christ as a key factor in understanding these relationships. Farl
Barth, the fountainhead of this idea, argued that the Eumility and obedience of Christ peint to a
prior capacity for humiliry and obedience within the Godhead ' As Scott Swain and Michasel
Allen have noted. this increasingly common trend to nnderstand the obedience of Jesus Christ as
indirative of the Son"s sternal mods of subsistence within the Godhead is nsnally accomparded
bry sipmificant revisions to madidonal Trinitarian metaphysics.* However, many theologians,
mchuding Swain and Allsn, believe that such metaphysical rvizions are unnegessary, and that it
iz pozsible to hold to a form of the etemal obedience of the Son while affirming the Chureh's
bdstoric Trinitarian teaching.

The purpass of this essay is to examine the rationale for this tam to the eternal
obedience hypothesis, specifically as it has been presented by theelogians eager to eperate within
the Church’s historic Trinitarian and Christolegical ' Swain and Allen's soategy to avoid
revismg traditional Trinitarian metaphysics while holding to a kind of eternal obedience iz fo

| Bag Farl Barth Chured Doy 5 JB0): The Dactrine of Recoreibanon, sl GW. Bromiley and TF.
Torance, razs. G.I.Ihmmmdﬂmdi"gytﬁdmhnm T&T Cluk, 1936), 192-210.

# Mchaa] Allen and Scott Swrain, “The Obediance of the Eternal Son” L7 152 (2013): 115

* Ldo not doal, for instance, with kenotic Christologiss, oven thows wdich parpast to opeeate within e
bonmdarian set by the saumesical cresds, becauss sven mach kanotic theories ars saplicithy bawd oz redefinigon or
re-imagining of de msesing of the creeds and clsmic twelopial famrlation in ordss & allow space S keuotic
thearios. 508 L Evans, od., Kepioring Kenotic Clinniagy. The Self Enptving of God (U var, BC:
Ragent Collsge Publishing, 2000).
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The Christ-Hymn of John 1—
From Response to Prologue
[draft]’

Paul N. Anderson
Professor of Biblical and Quaker Studies, George Fox University, Newberg, OR
Extraordinary Professor of Religion, North-West University, Potchefstroom, SA

There are few more momentous and history-impacting texts in world literature than John 1:1-18. It
served as an engaging introduction to John’s story of Jesus, which became the most widely embraced
text in the history of early Christianity; 1t contributed to the most intense of theological controversies—
and their resolutions—in the first four Ecumenical Councils (325-451 CE); 1t became a favorite text
throughout church history of heretics and orthodox alike; it became a theologized basis for the excluding
the Johannine witness from the first three historical quests for Jesus in the modern era: 1t has posed a
basis for a number of diachronic theories of Johannine composition; and 1t has offered a literary basis for
synchronic interpreters to see the Johannine Gospel as a literary whole—it’s literary features announced
and prefigured by the Johannine Prologue.

However, does the Johannine Prologue advocate the divimity or Jesus, or the humamty of Christ, or
both? Were these verses the first stroke of the evangelist’s quill, or do we have here a later confessional


http://www.otcpub.com/Seminars/SabbathRest/Resources/Articles/The_Christ_Hymn_of_John_1_From_Response.pdf

How Does Jesus Reveal God? | Gospel
According to Luke | N.T. Wright Online



https://youtu.be/KaXRLJRy7ss

121 In many and various ways God spoke
of 0ld to our fathers by the prophats; 2
but in these Tast days he has spoken to
us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir
of all things, through whom also he cre-

ated the world, 3 He reflects the glory of

Giod and bars the very stamp of his na-
ture, upholding the universe by his word
of power. When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high, 4 having become
as much superior (o angels as the name he
has obtained is more excellent than theirs,

5 For to what angel did God ever say,
Thou art my Son, today | have begotten
thee™? Or again, “1 will be to him a fa-
ther, and he shall be 10 me a son™? 6 And
again. when he brings the finst-bom inlo
the world, he suys, “Let all God's angels
worship him," 7 OF the angels he says,
“Who mukes his angels winds, and his ser-
vants flames of fire.” 8 But of the Son he
says, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever, the righteous scepter is the seepler
of thy kingdom. 9 Thou hast loved righ-
teousness and hated lawlessness; therefore
God, thy God, has anoimted thee with the
oil of gladness beyond thy comrades,” 10
And, “Thou, Lord, didst found the carth
in the beginning, and the heavens arc the
work of thy hands; 11 they will perish,
but thou remainest; they will all grow old
like a garment, 12 like a mantle thou wilt

roll them up, and they will be changed,
But thou art the same, and thy years will
never end.”

13 But 1o what angel has he
Sit at my right hand, il Tmake
thy enemies a stool for thy feet™? 14 Are
they nol all ministering spirits sent forth
10 serve, for the sake of those who are 1o
obtain salvation

2:1 Therefore we must pay the closer at.
ention 1o what we have heard, lost wi
drift away from it. 2 For if the messagy
Jdcelared by angels was valid and every
Jransgression or disobedience received o
just retribution, 3 how shall we excape i
we negleet such a great salvation? It wa
Jdcclured at first by the Lord, and it wa
Jatiested to us by those who heard him, 4§
while God also bore witness by signs and)
fwonders and various miracles and by gift
of the Holy Spirit distributed according 1
his own will

The Epistle to the F

brethren in every respect, so that he might
become i merciful and faithful high priest
in the service of God, 1o make expiation
for the sins of the people. 18 For because
he himself has suffered and been tempted,
he is able to help those who are tempted.

3: 1 Therefore, holy brethren, who shase in
aheavenly call, consider Jesus, the apostle
and high p 2 He
was faithful to him who appointed him,
just as Moses also was faithful in God's
house, 3 Yet Jesus has been counted wor-
thy of as much more glory than Moses as
the huilder of a house has more honor than
the house, 4 (For every house is built by
some one, but the builder of all things
God,) 5 Now Moses was faithful in
God's house as a servant, to testify to
things that were 1o be spoken later, 6
Christ was fuithful over God's house a
son. And we are his house if we hold f
our confidence and pride in our hope.

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit say
day, when you hear his voice, 8 do |
harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
the day of testing in the wildemess,

fore 1 was provoked with
and suid, “They always

ny of you an evil, |
leading you to fall
¢ God. 13 But exhort ¢
y day, as long as it is cal
" that none of you may be ha
citfulness of sin. 14 1
% share in Christ, if only we hold our I
confidence firm to the end, 15 while i
Today, when you hear his voice,
den your hearts s in the rebellio
16 Who were they that heard and yet w
rebellious? Was it not all those who len
Egypt under the leadership of Moses? 17
And with whom was he provoked forty
years? Was it not with those who sinned,
whose bodies fell in the wildemess? 18
Anditowhom did he swear that they should
never enter his rest, but 1o those who were
disobedient? 19 S0 we see that they were
unable to enter because of unbelie.

5 For it was not to angels that God sub-
jeeted the world to come. of which we are
speaking. 6 1t has been testified some-
where, “What is man that thou art mindful
of him, or the son of man, that thou car-
est for him? 7 Thou didst make him for
a little while lower than the angels, thou
hast crowned him with glory and honor, §
putting everything in subjection under his

in putting cverything in subjec-
nothing outside his con-

"ath, %o that
“ste death

whom
[nging

again,
has given me.
14§ < the children share in

od, he himself likewise par-
100k of the same nature, that through death
he might destroy him who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver
all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong bondage. 16 For surely
it is not with angels that he is concerned
but with the descendants of Abrahi
" srpagel

41 efore, while the promise of enter-
ing his rest remains, let us fear lest any of
you be judged to have failed to reach it. 2
For good news came to us just as to them;
but the message which they heard did not
benefit them, because it did not meet with
faith in the hearers. 3 For we who b
believed enter that rest, as he has said.
1 swore in my wrath, “They shall never
enter my rest,” although his works were
finished from the foundation of the world
4 For he has somewhere spoken of the
eventh day in this way, “And God rested
n the seventh day from all his works.”
nd again in this place he said, “They shall
cver enter my rest” 6 Sinee therefore it
Temains for some to enter it, and those who

strive 1o enter that
the same sort of
d of God is

isceming the though
the heart, 13 And before i

sus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession, 15 For we have not a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but one who in ev
respect has been templed as we are, yet
without sin. 16 Let us then with confi-
nce draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace
1o help in time of need.

5:1 For every high priest chosen from
among men s appointed 10 act on bohalf
of men in relation to God, to offer gifls
and sacrifices for sins, 2 He can deal gen-
tly with the ignorant and wayward, since
he himsell is besct with weakness. 3 Be-

show more convincingly 1o the heirs of the
promise the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he interposed with an oath, 18
so that through two unchangeable things,
in which it is impossible that God should
prove false, we who have fled for refuge
might have strong encouragement o seize
the hope set before us. 19 We have this
as o sure and steadfast anchor of the soul,
a hope that enters info the inner shrine be-
hind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone
forerunner on our behalf, having be-
come a high priest for ever after the order
of Melchizedek

7:1 For this Melehizedek, king of Salem,

daily, first for his own sins and then for
those of the peaple: he did this once for all
when he offered up himself. 28 Indeed,
the law appoints men in their weakness
as high priests, but the word of the oath,
which came later than the law, appoints o
Son who has been made perfect for ever

821 Now the point in what we are saying
i this: we have such i high priest, one who
s seated at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the
sanctuary and the true tent which is set up
not by man but by the Lord, 3 For every
high priest is appointed 1o offer gifls and
sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this
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of goats and calves but his own blood, thus
securing an etemal redemption. 13 For if
the sprinkling of defiled persons with the
blood of goats and bulls and with he ssh
e of a heifer sanctifies for the purification
of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the
blood of Christ, who through the etemal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, puri pce from dead
works (0 serve the living God,

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new
covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised cternal inheritan,
since a death has occurred which redeems
them from the transgressions under the

BREWS

pertected for all time those who are sane-
tified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears
wits 16 “This
is the coves & with them
after those days, says the Lord: T will put
my laws on their hearts, and write them
on their minds,” 17 then he adds, *1 will
remember their sins and their misdeeds no
more.” 1§ Where there is fongivencss of
these, there is o longer any offering for
sin

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have
confidence 1o enter the sanctuary by the
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living
way which he opened for us through the

§ By faith Abraham obeyed when he
was called 1o go out 10 a place which he
was 1o receive as an inheritance; and he
out, not knowing where he was to
9 By faith be sojourned in the land
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him
of the same promise. 10 For he looked
forward to the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. 11 By
faith Sarah herself received power o con-
even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had
promised. 12 Thercfore from one
and him as good as dead, were bom de-
scendants as many as the stans of heayen

and mountains, and in dens and caves of’

the arth
39 And all these, though well attested by
heir faith, did not receive what was prom-
ised, 40 since God had forescen some-
thing better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect,

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
ide every weight, and sin which
s 80 closely, and let us run with per-
the race that is set before us, 2
1o Jesus the pioncer and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set

has been made, in order that what cannot
be shaken may remain, 28 Therefore let
us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to
God aceeptable worship, with reveren
ind awe; 29 for our God i a consuming
fire

atinue. 2 Donot
ty 1o strangers,
v some have entertained angels
unawares. 3 Remember those who are in
prison, as though in prison with them; and
those who are ill-treated, since you also
are in the body. 4 Let marriage be held
in honor among all, and let the marriage

13:1 Let brotherly love

Heb 2:1 Therefore we must pay the closer attention to what we have heard, lest we
drift away from it. 2 For if the message declared by angels was valid and every
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,
3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first
by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard him, 4 while God also
bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit distributed according to his own will.

SOIA 1000, 1.3 T0F ¢Very one Who lives on
milk is unskilled in the word of righteous-
ness, for he is a child. 14 But solid food
is for the mature, for those who have their
alties trained by practice to distinguish
good from evil

6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary
doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity,
not laying again a foundation of repen-
nce from dead works and of faith toward
God, 2 with instruction about ablutions,
the laying on of hands, the resurrection
of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And
we will do if God permits, 4 For it
s impossible (o restore again to repen-
tance those who have once been enlight-
ened, who have tasted the heavenly gifl,
and have become partakers of the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of
the word of God and the powers of the age
to come, 6 if they then commit apostas

since they erucify the Son of God on their
own account and hold him up to contempt
7 For land which has drunk the rain that
often falls upon it, and brings forth veg-
ctation useful to those for whose sake it is

jod,

e
assurance of hope until the end, 12 50 that
you may not be sluggish, but imitators of

ose who through faith and patience in-
herit the promises

or when God made a promise 10 Abra-
. e had o one greater by whom

wand muliply you.”
im, having patiently
e promise. 16 Mer

am! Ill all llv.u tl|~p|l|v~ nunall\ is final for

11 Now if perfection had been attainable
through the Levitical priesthood (for un-
der it the people received the L), what
further need would there have been for
another priest o arise after the order of
Melchizedek, rather than one named after
the order of Aaron? 12 For when there is
a change in the priesthood, there is neces-
sarily  change in the law as well. 13 For
the one of whom these things are spoken
belonged to another tribe, from which no
onc has ever served af the altar, 14 For
it is cvident that our Lord was descended
from Judah, and in connection with that
tribe Moses said nothing about priests,

15 "This becomes even more evident
when another priest arises in the likeness
of Melchizedek, 16 who has hecome a
priest, not according to a legal requi
ment conceming bodily descent but by the
power of an indestructible life. 17 For it
is witnessed of him, *“Thou art a priest for
ever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 18
On the one hand, a former commandment
is set aside because of its weakness and

the law made nothing
Cr hand, a better hope is
which we draw near

t without an oath. 21
y became priests took
an oath, but this one
an oath, “The Lord has
hange his mind, “Thou
" 22 This makes Je-
hetter covenant

23 The former priests were many in num-
ber, hecause they were prevented by death
from continuing in office; 24 but he holds
his priesthood permanently, because he
continues for ever. 25 Consequently he
is able for all time to save those who draw
near 10 God through him, sinee he always
lives to make intercession for them.

26 For it was fitting that we should have
such a high priest, holy, blameless, un-
stained, separated from sinners, exalted
above the heavens, 27 He has no need,
it i

Tiak

them on therr hearts, and 1 Wil be their

God, and they shall be my people, 11 And
they shall not teach every one his fellow

Teast of them to the greatest. 12 For 1 will
be merciful toward their iniquities, and |
will remember their sins no more.” 13 In
speaking of a new covenant he treats the
first as obsolete. And what is becoming
obsolete and growing old is ready 1o van-
ish away,

9:1 Now even the first covenant had regu-
lations for worship and an earthly sanctu-
ary. 2 For a tent was prepared, the outer
one, in which were the lampstand and the
table and the bread of the Presence; it is
called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the sec-

ond curtain stood a tent called the Holy of
Holies, 4 having the golden altar of in-
conse and the ark of the covenant covered
on all sides with gold, which contained a
golden um holding the manna, and Aar-
on's rod that budded, and the tables of the
covenant; S above it were the cherubim
of glory overshadowing the mercy seat

Of these things we cannot now speak in
detail,

6 These preparations having thus been
made, the priests go continually into the
outer tent, performing their ritual du
7 but into the seeond only the high priest
goes, and he but once a year, and not with-
out taking blood which he offers for him-
self and for the errors of the people. 8§

By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the

into the sanctuary is not yet opened
as long as the outer tent is still standing
9 (which is symbolic for the present age).
According o this arrangement, gifts and
sacrifices are offered which cannot perfect
the conseience of the worshiper, 1) but
deal only with food and drink and various
ablutions, regulations for the body im
posed until the time of reformation.

11 But when Christ appeared as a high
priest of the good things that have come,
then through the greater and more perfect
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of
this creation) 12 he entered once for all
b e, D A

he hugh praest enters the HOly Place year-
Iy with blood not his own; 26 for then he
would have had o sulfer repeatedly since
the foundation of the world. But as it is,
he has appearcd once for all at the end of
the aige 10 put away sin by the sacrif
himsell. 27 And just as it is appointed
for men 10 die once, and after that comes
judgment, 28 so Christ, having been of-
fered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to deal with sin
but 10 save those who are cagerly waiting
for him,

10:1 For since the law has but a shadow
of the good things 1o come instead of the
true form of these realitics, it can never,
by the same sacrifices which are continu-
ally offered year after year, muke perfect
those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would
they not have ceased to be offered? If the
worshipers had once been cleansed, they
would no longer have any consciousness
of sin. 3 But in these sacrifices there is
a reminder of sin year after year. 4 For it
is impossible that the blood of bulls and
goats should take away sins

5 Consequently, when Christ came into
the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offer-
ings thou hast not desired, but a body hast
thou prepared for me; 6 in bumt offer-
ings and sin offerings thou hast taken no
pleasure, 7 Then | said, *Lo, I have come
0 do thy will, 0
me in the roll of the book.” & When he
said above, “Thou hast neither desired
nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offer-
ings and bumt offerings and sin offerings

(these are offered according to the law),
then he added, “Lo, I have come to do thy
will” He abolishes the first in order to es-
tablish the second. 10 And by that will we
have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all

11 And every priest stands daily at his
service, offering repeatedly the same sacri-
fices, which can never take away sins, 12
But when Christ had offered for all time a
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God, 13 then to wait until
qumnnn nhuul-l be made a stool for his
et

of

0d," as it is written of

(RSV)

Wil Judge s people. 31 1L 18 & feartul
thing to fall into the hands of the living
God. 32 But recall the former days when,
afler you were enlightened, you endured a
hard struggle with sufferings, 33 some-
times being publicly exposed to abuse and
affliction, and sometimes being partners
withthose so treated. 34 For you had com-
passion on the prisoners, and you joyfully
accepted the plundering of your property,
since you knew that you yourselves had a
better possession and an abiding one. 35
Therefore do not throw away your confi-
dence, which has a great reward, 36 For
you have need of endurance, so that you
may do the will of God and receive what
is promised. 37 “For yet a liwle while,
and the coming one shall come and shall
not tarry; 38 but my righteous onc shall
live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my
soul has no pleasure in him.” 39 But we
are not of those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but of those who have faith and
keep their souls,

11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things

hoped for, the convistion of things not
scen. 2 For by it the men of old received
divine approval. 3 By faith we understand
that the world was created

things which do not appear.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more
acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he received approval as rightcous,
God bearing witness by accepting
gifts; he died, but through his faith he is
still speaking. 5 By faith Enoch was tak-
en up o that he should not see death; and
he was not found, becanse God had taken
him. Now before he was taken he was at-
tested as having pleased God. 6 And with-
out faith it is impossible to please him, For
whoever would draw near 10 God must
believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, be-
ing wamed by God conceming events as
vet unseen, 100k heed and constructed an
ark for the saving of his household; by this
he condemned the world and became an
eir of the righteousness which comes by
faith,

the word of’
God, 50 that what is seen was made out of

oOf lus statl. 2.2 By Tath Joseph, at the end
of his life, made mention of the exodus of
th Israclites and gave direetions concern-
ing his burial

23 By fuith Moses, when he was hom,
was hid for three months by his parents,
because they saw that the hild was beau-
tiful; and they were not afaid of the king's
edict. 24 By fuith Moses, when he was
grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to
share ill-treatment with the people of God
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.
26 He considered abuse suffered for the
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of
Egypt, for he looked to the reward, 27 By
faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the
anger of the king; for he endured us seeing
him who is invisible, 28 By faith he kept
the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so
that the Destroyer of the first-born might
not touch them

29 By faith the people crossed the Red
Sca as if on dry land; but the Egyptians,
when they attempied to do the same, were
drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho
fiell down after they had been encircled for
seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the harlot
did ot perish with those who were dis-
obedient, hecause she had given friendly
welcome to the spies.

32 And what more shall I say? For time
would fail me 1o tell of Gideon, Barak
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets-- 33 who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, re-
ceived promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, 34 quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put for-
cign armies to flight, 35 Women received
their dead by resurrection. Some were tor-
tured, refusing (o accepl release, that they
might rise again (o a better life. 36 Others
suffered mocking and scourging, and even
chains and imprisonment, 37 They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were
Kkilled with the sword; the; \uul about
in skins of sheep and goats,
Mlicted, ill-treated-- JN of \\||\-l|l Ilh \uwld

Tnan pieasant ater 1t yieids the peacerul
fruit of rightcousness fo those who have
been trained by it

12 Therefore lift your drooping hands
and strength 3 and
make straight pa
what is lame may not be put out of joint
but rather be healed. 14 Strive for peace
with all men, and for the holiness without
which no one will see the Lord
to it that no ene fail to obtain the grace
of God; that no *root of bitterness” spring
up and cause trouble, and by it the many
become defiled; 16 that no one be im-
moral or irreligious like Esau, who sold
his birthright for a single meal. 17 For
you know that afterward, when he desired
to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for
he found no chance to repent, though he
sought it with tears.

18 For you have not come to what may he
touched. a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, 19 und the sound
of a trumpet, and a voice whose words
made the hearers entreat that no further
messages be spoken to them, 20 For they
could not endure the order that was given,
“IF even a beast touches the mountain, it
shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying
wa the sight that Moses said, “1 tremble
with fear” 22 But you have come to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to in-
numerable angels in festal gathering, 23
and 10 the assembly of the first-bom who
are enrolled in heaven, and to a judge who
i God of all, and 10 the spirits of just men
made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the media-
tor of 4 new covenant, and 1o the sprinkled
blood that speaks more graciously than
the blood of Abel,

25 See that you do not refuse him who s
speaking. For if they did not escape when
they refused him who warmed them on
carth, much less shall we escape if we re-
ject him who wams from heaven. 26 His
voice then shook the earth; but nos ho has
promised, “Ys more 1 will shake not

Yet once
only the earth but also the heaven.”
“This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates

ore,
ha ansntial

1y OIfer Up @ saCTNCE of prae 10 Uod,
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowled;
his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you have, for such sac-
rifices are pleasing to God

17 Obey your leaders and submit to them;
for they are keeping watch over your souls,
as men who will have 1o give account. Let
them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for
that would be of no advantage to you

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we
have a clear conscience, desiring to act
honorably in all things. 19 1 urge you the
more camestly 1o do this in order that |
may be restored to you the sooner

20 Now may the God of peace who
brought again from the dead our Lord Jo-
sus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the
blood of the ctenal covenant, 21 equip
you with everything good that you may
do his will, working in you that which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ;
to whom be glory for ever and cver.
Amen

22 1 appeal to you, brethren, bear v
my word of exhortation, for I have writ-
ten 10 you briefly. 23 You should under-
stand that our brother Timothy has heen
released, with whom I shall see you if he
comes soon. 24 Greet all your leaders and
all the saints, Those who come from Htaly
send you greetings. 25 Grace be with all
of you. Amen
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THE HOUSE OF GOD

.

Pre-creation Eternity
God'’s Purpose in Creation
Physical order=Expression & Participation

Eph 14 even as he chose us n ham
bedore the foundation of the world

New Covenant Details The

Jer. 31.33
Ex 36.22-28; 37.24-28

Eze 36:22 "Therefore say to the house of Israel,
Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O
house of Israel, that | am about to act, but for the
sake of my holy name, which you have profaned
ammg m naﬁms to radinks seni s 1T A ad |l

ras beenprotanea: Tells us ahead of tim
What he is going to do

which you have pr

nations will know th
Lord GOD, when thr
holiness before thei

25 | will sprinkle clea
and you shall be dear
uncleannesses, and fr s
will cleanse you. 26 A new heart | will give
you, and a new spirit | will put within you;
and | will take out of your flesh the heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And
I will put my spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes and be
careful to observe my ordinances.

Eze 37:27 My dwelling place shall be with
them; and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people. 28 Then the nations will
know that | the LORD sanctify Israel, when
my sanctuary is in the midst of them for
evermore.”

in making His House!
How he is going to do it!

Prophetic Foundational

Sources 077

fd 1:12 giving thanks to

Father has qualified us - e wo e

qualified us to share b
the inheritance of the
saints in Nght.

sprinkle clean water upon you

clean from all your uncleannesses

all your idols I will cleanse you

ol

put within you

give you a heart of flesh
put my spirit within you
cause you to walk in my statutes

be careful to observe my ordinances

>

God'’s Eternal Purpose Finished

Eph 39 and to make all men see what is he plan of
the mystery hidden ©rages n God who croated all
things, 10 that through the church he manibid wisdom
of God might now ba made known 10 the prncipaites
and powers in the heavenly places. 11 This was
according to the eternal purpose which he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we
have boldnoss and confidence of access firough our

LINK
God Indwelling His House

1Jo 1:1 That which was from fe beginning, which we have heard,
which we hawe soon with cur eyes, which we have looked upon and
buched with our hands, concerning the word of ife— 2 the ife was
made mandest, and we saw i, and Bs#fy b &, and prockim to you the
ctornal e which was with the Father and was made manifest b us~
3 hat which we have sean and heard we prociaim also 10 you, S0 that
you may have felowshp with us; and our fellowshp 5 with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Clrist. 4 And we am writing this that our joy
may ba complete.

Tells us ahead of time :

Tells us BEFORE & AFTER :
What he is going to do

in making His House!
r flesh the heart of stone How he is going to do it!

BIRTHING HIMSELF

How WE ARE TO PARTICIPATE!
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* LINK

First Warning
2:1-4

Pay closer attention
Drift away
No escape

I Therefore we mus pay the claser attention to
what we have heard, lest we drifi away from it.

2 Far if the mesage declared by angelk was vahd
amd every transgression or disobed ence recemved
a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we
neglect such a great salvationT [t was declaned at
First by the Lord, and it was atteded to s by
those who heard hon, 4 while God also bore
witmess by 5igns and woncders and vanious
mirackes and by gifis of the Haly Spirit
ditibuied scoondmg to hisown will.

Five Warning Sections

Second Warning
3:7-4:13

Enter by faith
Unbelief & Disobedience
Shall not enter

7 Therefore, as the Haly Spint says, "Today, when you hear
his voice, & do nothanden your hearis 2 in the rebellion, m
the day of testing in the wiklemess, ®where your fathers put
me tothe estand saw my works for forty years 1 Therefone
T was provodkoed with that generation, and sxid, They ahways
goasiray in their hearts; they have not known my ways”

11 As 1 swore in my wrath, They shall never enter my rest ™
12 Take care, hrethren, lest there be m any of you anevil,
unbelieving heart, leading youto fall away from the living
(iod 13 Bat exhort one another every day, a5 long asit i
called "today,” that none of you many be herdened by the
dectfulnes of an. 14 For we share m Christ, if only we
halkd owr fird confidence form tothe end, 15 while it & swid,
*Taday, when you hear his vaice, do not handen your hearts
a5 i the rehellion.” [6 Who wene they that heard and yet
were rehel hous? Was it notall those wholeft Egypt under
the lesdershipof Moses? 17 And with whom was he
provoled fionty years? Was itnot with those who simmed,
whse hadies fell m the wildeme=7 15 And 1o whom didhe
swear that they should never enter his rest, but i thease whao
ware disobedient? I'? 50 we see that they were unahle in
emier hecase af unhelief. 4:1 Therefore, while the promise
of entermy his resd remains, let us fear kstany of you he
Judged i hawve fadled to reach it 2 For good news came to
s jusi as toithem; but the mesage which they heard did not
henefit them, because it did nod mest with Gith inthe
hesers. 3 For we whohave helieved enter that rest, as he
has sakl, " As | swore in my wrath, They shall never enfer
mmry rest,™ although his works were finished fom the
foundation of the workl. #For he hes somewhene spoken of
the seventh day i this way, " And God resied on the seventh
day from all his works.” 5 Andagam m this place he saxd,
“They shallnever enter my resi™ & Since therefone it
memains fir same (o enter it, and those whao formersty
received the gnad news failal toenter becase of
disobedience, Tagam he sets & certam day, "Today,” saying
through David so long afierwarnd, in the wonds abready
quited, “Today, when you hear his voioe, donot harden your
haert= ® ¥ Forif kshus hed given them rest, God would not
speak Ider of another day. %50 then, there remams &
sabhath rest for the people of God; 1 for whoever enters
Cluoel's resd also ceases from his labors as (od did from his
11 Let us themefiore sirive io enter that rest, that no one fall by
the same sort of dschedience. 12 For the word of Gaod =
living and active, sharper than any twoeedged swond,
piercing i the division of soul and spint, of jpnts and
mmarnow, and disceming the thoughts and mientions of the
hert. I3 And before him no oreature 15 hidden, bad all are
apen amnd lxid hare to the eyes of him with whom we have to
da

Third Warning
5: 11-6:20

On to perfection
Sloth & Apostasy

No renewal unto repentance

11 Aboutthis we have much io sy which is hard to explain,
since youhave become dull of hearing. 1.2 For though by
ihis tme you ought i be eschers, you need some ane o
teach you again the first primciples of God's word. You need
milk, not solid focd; I3 for every one who lives on milk i
umskilled in the word of rghtemusnes, for he & a child.

T4 But solud foad & for dhe mature, for those who have ther
facuties traimned by practics o distmguish good from evil.
fiz] Therefor ket s leave the elementary doctrine of Christ
and go on io matrity, not ying again a foundation of
repentmnce from desd works and of fadth woward God, 2 with
imstructon about ahlubions, the laying on of hands, the
resumection of the desd, and etermal judgment. 3 And this
we will do if (God pemits.  For it & impessible io nestone
again in repentance thase who have once heen enlightened,
wha have tasied the heavenly @fi, and have heoome
partkers of the Haly Spinit, § and have tesied the goodnes
af the word of (God and the powers of the age o come, & if
thery then commit apadasy, since they crud fy the Son of God
am their own account and hold him up to contempt. 7 For
lamd which has dnmk the rain that ofien falls wpon it, and
hrings forth vepstation useful tothose fior whose sake it &
culivated, receives a hlesng from God & Bat if #t hears
thorms and thisfles, it & worthles and near i being cursed;
its end istobe bumed ¥ Though we speak this, yetin your
e, hdoved, we fieel sure of hetier things that belong to
salvation. [0 For Gaod & not so mjus &= fo overlook your
wirk and the love which you showed for his sale m serving
the sainis, as you ill da. 1T And we desine each one of you
toshow the same camesiness in raliring the full suance
af hope until the end, 12 soihst you may not be sluggish,
bt mmatstors af thase who through faith and patience inherit
the prommises. 3 For when God msde & promi s to Abrsham,
since he had no mne greater by whom i swear, he swore by
himself, 14 =ying, "Surely I will hless you and mulply
yaou” 15 Amd thus Abraham, having petiently enduned,
obtaned the promise. 1 Men mdeed swear by a greater
than themse]ves, and in 2l their dispuies an outh is fimal for
confimmation. 17 S0 when God desined to show mare
comvnangly tothe hers of the promise the unchangeahle
characier of his pureee, he interposed with an oath, 18 so0
that through two unchangeshle things, in which it &s
impossihle that God should prove false, we who have fled for
refuge might have swong encoursgement toseie the hope
setheforeus. 9 We have this a5 a sure and seadfastanchor
af the soul, a hope that enters mio the inner shrine behind the
curtxin, 20 where Jes has gone a5 a foremmer on our
hehal f, having become a ligh priest for ever afier the onder
aof Mekhiradek

Fourth Warning
10: 26-39

Boldly enter
Wilful sin & drawing back

No sacrifice remains

26 For if we sin deliberately afier receiving the
kmowledge of the truth, there no longer remeins a
sacrifice for sms, 2 7hut a fearful prospect of judgment,
and a fury of fire which will consume the adveranes.
28 A man who has violsted the law of Moses dies
withoul mercy at the testimony af twa or three
witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment do you
think will he deserved by the man whaohas spumed the
Saonof (iod, and profaned the blood of the coverant by
which he wa sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of
grace? 30 For we lmow him who sxid, " Vengeanos is
mmine, [ will repay.” And agxin, "The Lord will judge his
peaple” 371 Itis a fearful thing io fall inio the hands of

the living (od. 3.2 Bt recall the formers days when, after

i were enlightened, youendursd & herd drgele with
suffermgs, 33 sometmes bemg publicly exposed io
ahuse and affliction, and sometimes being periners with
those so treaded . 34 For you had compession on the
prsaners, and youjoyfully sccepted the plundering of
your property, since you knew that you yourselves hed &
hetter possemion and anshiding one. 35 Therefone do
mat throw away your confidence, which has a grest
reward 36 For you have need of endurance, so that you
mary do the will of God and recetve what & promsed.

3 7"Far yet a litlle while, and the coming one shall come

amd shall not tarry; 38 bt my righteous one shall live by

faith, and if he shrinks hack, my soul ha no plesure in
him® 3% Bul we are modof those who shrnk hack and
are destroyed, butof those who have fasth and keep ther
sauls.

Fifth Warning
12: 14-29

Follow peace & holiness
Fall short of grace
No place of repentance

12:14 Strive fir peace with all men, and for the
haliness withouwt whichno one will see the Lord

15 See to it that no one fadl io oblam the grace of Gaod;
that no "mot of i temess” spring up and case
trouble, and by itihe many become defiled; 16 that
o one be immornz] or imeligions like Esn, who sokl
his hirthright for s single meal. T7 For you know thet
afierwand, when he desirad toinherit the blessing, he
was nejecied, for he found no chance io repent, though
he sought it with tears. I8 For you have not come io
what may he inuched, a bloring fire, and derkness,
and ghoom, and a empes, ¥ and the sound of &
trumpet, anda voice whose wonds made the heaners
enireat that no further mesages he spoken to them.
20 For they apuld notendure the onder that was given,
"If even a beasd iouches the mountan, it shall be
semedl” 27 Indeed, 5o terrifying was the sight that
Mixies suid, "1 trembile with fear™ 22 But you have
oome 0 Mount Fion and tothe city of the living Gaod,
theh Ty & lerm, and ta i hle angels in
festal gthering, 23 and o the asembly of the first-
hom who are enmolled in heaven, and to a judge whao
i (od af all, 2nd tothe spirits of just men made
perfect, 24 and o Jesus, the medistor of a new
covenant, and in the sprinkled blood that speaks mone
graciously than the blood of Abel. 25 See that you do
naot refige him who & spealing. For if they did not
escape when they refused him who wamed them an
earth, much less shall we escape if we rejedt him wha
wams from heaven. 26 His voice then shok the
earth; butnow he hes promised, "Yet onoe more [ will
shake notonly the sarth butalso the heaven ™ 27 This
phrase, "Yet onoe meane, ™ indicates the removal of
what & shaken, a5 of what has been male, in onder
that what cannat be shaken moy remain. 28 Therefire
et us he grateful for receving a kingdom that cannat
e shalken, and thus let ws affer to (iod scceptahle
wornship, with reverence and awe; 2% for our God 5 2
cmsuming fire.

The Epistle To The Hebrews

RSV


https://www.otcpub.com/Seminars/HOASeminarWEB/Resources/5Warnings11x17RSV.pdf

Hebrews Chart A PDF

EWS

&

HEBREWS CONSIDER JESUS, OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST Chart A
I NS TRUCTI ON EXHORTATION
T/ . WE HAVE
/ / ,L’L\ // sucH ¥ 2
A HIGH PRIEST’.
vE W E? \ o “ray,
AT H A N,
wj/'/:;ed
e et priest
Redeemel' nev
pivine priest [ priest
& G 3
g ~ ™ ~ ~ ™ ~ o <
~ Le) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e Py e . N
= J3 « e v [¢ X « [ S =S g 2 . 3
= I 5
& B w ‘ e - g8
» 5 P S o ) s ° ° e = o
& 3 -4 < 2 € 4 5 “w “w 5 % S
w | .8 =i | 5% % 22,8 2852 Ng| || 22| Bs 5= | 3 58
w 3 232 | = - el | i 29| 2550 o | 2% 2% <0 (o) “ 3
T - iy~ Vs |- == v = zZ32 o & S5~ | Ew s | o e = ~E D
o s “ 3 s |1 8 ol & Oojg|® % 2|9 e a £re
° < 2 o ‘[ g ik n:. \ g w w :‘, = w K] ‘J
; 5 | 2[5 S ] 328
l' =~ a
WARNING o
SECTIONS ! I " 0 v = é’:é
SUPERIOR ¥ 3=%
S UPEURI OR P ER S ON INSTITUTIONS SUPERIOR LIFE ? =
£ 8
z~ 3>
Christ the Son of God | Christ the Son of Man Christ the Priest Christ the Way PV >
M



http://www.otcpub.com/Seminars/HOASeminarWEB/Resources/HebChartA.pdf

HOA CHAPTER X. RSV

THE DANGER OF NEGLECTING SO GREAT SALVATION

Heb 2:1 Therefore we must pay the closer attention to
what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For if the
message declared by angels was valid and every
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,

3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?
It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to
us by those who heard him, 4 while God also bore witness
by sighs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of
the Holy Spirit distributed according to his own will.(RSV)


http://www.otcpub.com/Seminars/HOASeminarWEB/Study%20Resources.html

Audio Chp 9

THE FIRST WARNING
Chap. 2.1-4
To Take Heed to What the Son speaks (1-4)

CHAPTER X.

THE DANGER OF NEGLECTING
SO GREAT SALVATION

2.1. Therefore we ought to give more earnest (Abundant)
heed to the things that were heard lest haply we drift away.
2.For if the word. spoken through angels proved stedfast,
and every transgression and disobedience received a just
recompense of reward;
3.How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?
which having at the first been spoken through the Lord, was
confirmed, unto us by them that heard;
4.God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and
wonders, and, by manifold powers, and by gifts (Marg.,
Distributions) of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will.

of Christ the Son, in whom God hath spoken to us
in these days. In the second the humanity and the
humiliation of Jesus are to be unfolded. Ere the writer
proceeds to this, he pauses to sound a note of warning.
He reminds his readers of the greater responsibility and
greater danger in case of neglect, which greater privileges

bring, and to urge them to take more earnest, more abun-
dant _
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The Holiest of All The Danger of Neglecting So Great Salvation

'Therefore, this is the link between the teaching of chap.
1. with regard to the Godhead and glory of the Son, and the
warning that now comes. The everlasting God speaks to us
in His Son; we surely ought to give more abundant heed.

More abundant heed, it is the same word as is used in chap.

6. 17. “God being minded to shew more abundantly unto the
heirs of the promise, the immutability of His counsel.” In
what God speaks and does, it is all with the desire to show to
us more abundantly, in full and overflowing measure, what
the purpose of His heart is. It is for this He speaks in none
less than His own Son. He has a right to claim that we meet
Him with a corresponding whole-heartedness, and give more
abundant heed to what He speaks. Nothing less will satisfy
Him; nothing less, in the very nature of things, will satisfy
us, because nothing less than man’s more abundant heed is
capable of receiving God’s more abundant grace. It is the
lack of this taking more earnest heed, the lack of intense
earnestness, giving God and religion the first place and the
best powers of our life, which is at the root of the feebleness
and sickliness of the Christian life. God is speaking to us in
His Son, therefore we ought to take more abundant heed.
Lest haply we drift away — and perish more surely and
more terribly than those who sinned under the Old Testa-
ment. There the word spoken, with its threatening, was
stedfast, and every transgression was punished. How shall
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation? The gospel
does not, as so many think, lessen — it increases our danger.
It does not diminish, but will terribly intensify, the soreness of
the punishment in those who neglect it. Oh, let us sound out the
warning: it is not only positive enmity or open sin that will be
punished. No, simply “not taking earnest heed,” just “drifting
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The Holiest of All The Danger of Neglecting So Great Salvation

away” unconsciously with the current of worldliness and
half-hearted religion, “neglecting” to give the great salvation
that supremacy, that entire devotion which it claims,— it is
this which will render escape impossible.

And why? How can we show men that it is right and meet
that it should be so? And what is the motive that will stir men
to take heed? The answer is in the one word: So great salva-
tion. The insight into the more abundant glory, the divine, the
all-surpassing greatness of this salvation, is what will compel
men willingly and joyfully to give up all and buy this pearl
of great price.

And wherein does the greatness of this salvation consist?
In this that it comes to us from and through THE TRIUNE
GOD; the Holy Trinity is revealed as combining to work out
this salvation for us. Listen. “So great salvation, which having
at the first been spoken by the Lord, was confirmed unto us
by them that heard.” Christ the Son, the brightness of the
Father’s glory, and the express image of His substance, it was
He in whom God spoke to us; it was He, the Redeemer, God
and King, who Himself first preached the kingdom which He
established when He effected the cleansing of our sins, and
sat down on the right hand of the throne.

So great salvation! First spoken by the Lord, God also
bearing witness both by signs and wonders, and by manifold
powers. God the Father Himself set His seal from heaven on
the preaching of the word. The existence of His church is His
standing sign and wonder, the proof of His divine power. Not
to take heed, to neglect the great salvation, is nothing less than
despising God Himself.

God also bearing witness, by distributions of the Holy Ghost,
according to His own will. Not only did God bear witness
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The Holiest of All The Danger of Neglecting So Great Salvation

to the great salvation by signs and wonders and powers, but
above all by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. The
Holy Spirit is God come to dwell on earth, to strive and plead
and testify in the hearts of men. There is no fellowship with
the Father but through the Son, and no fellowship with His
Son and His salvation, but through the Holy Spirit in us. Let
us enter the study of Christ’s person and work in the Epistle
in this faith. Yes, this is the greatness of the great salvation

—in its offer THE THREE-ONE God comes to us. The Lord
preached, the Father bore witness, the Holy Spirit came as

the power of God to work. What a salvation! What sin to

neglect it! May God reveal to us, as we study this Epistle,
the glory of the so great salvation, that we may indeed more
abundantly take heed to it.

1. To know the Son who speaks and reveals the Father; to know the Father
to whom, and whose love, the Son brings us in; to know the Holy Spirit with
His wonderful gifts of grace and power; to be restored to the image and fel-
lowship of the Holy Trinity: this is salvation.

2. Let every thought of the glory of Christ, and of God, and of the Spirit,
and of the great salvation leave this one impression: Take more abundant
heed to what you hear! meet Gods abounding grace with abounding
desire to listen and believe.

3. To the preaching of Christ and the apostles God bore witness. If this
was needful then, how much more now, at this long distance from those days
of heavenly joy and power. Ask, for the study of the Word in the Epistle, that
God bear witness of the Holy Ghost. Claim and expect it. Without this, even
the teaching of the apostles by Christ Himself availed little.

4. Once again. This is the greatness of salvation; the everlasting Father
in His love speaks to me Himself in the Son. The Son shows and brings and
gives me all the Father speaks; and | have the Holy Spirit in me, fitting me
to hear and know and possess and enjoy all that the Father in the Son speaks
and gives. Let us, above all, hold this fast that there is no divine witness, or
assurance, or experience of the salvation Christ effected, except as the
Holy Spirit, which came from heaven, communicates and maintains it
within us. Let us, therefore, take more abundant heed to the Holy Spirit in
us, in whom the Father and the Son come to us.
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Holy Spirit is God come to dwell on earth, to strive and plead and testify in
the hearts of men.

Without this, even the teaching of the apostles by Christ Himself availed
little.




Eph 1:15 For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love toward all the saints, 16 | do not cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of
his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great
might 20 which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 22 and he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, 23 which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all.

(RSV)
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